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Heading: "Horsemanship Tournament Contributes to Social Welfare" 

Sub-Heading: "The Menlo Charity Horse Show to Assist The Visually Impaired" 

Sub-Sub-Heading: "The 39th Menlo Charity Horseshow, which is held August 4th to the 9th, 

is known as North America's foremost obstacle-clearing competition. However, it has another 

aspect to it- a charity rally to assist the visually impaired. We will report on 

both events." ---- 

Body 
---- 

Paragraph 1: 
"The 39th Menlo Charity Horse Show for charity was held in the outskirts of San Francisco in Atherton 

from August 4th to the 9th." 

Paragraph 2: 
"The area where this tournament is held has a long history and culture with horses, and is in the middle of a residential area with homes that have facilities for horse-riding and horse-raising. *** However, there were development plans that would have removed the horse-riding facilities to build a golf course and a pool. The Menlo Circus Club where the event takes place is not an exception. Originally, there were run-down facilities, *** and there were stables enough for 60 horses. There were people who thought that it was out-of-date, so they made plans to turn it into a golf course. *** However, local horse-riding enthusiasts who considered the park the heart of the area’s horse-riding culture came together to hold an obstacle-clearing tournament amongst themselves. This year’s event is a continuation of that original tournament.” 

Paragraph 3: 
At present, the Menlo Charity Horse Show has approximately 160 volunteer staff members who assist and 600 individuals and horses that participate. The tournament has grown so much that 400 individuals and horses could not enter the tournament. From being recommended for children attempting their first tournament up to Beijing Olympics gold medalists, the tournament has expanded to include a broad range of participants. Nowadays, it’s so popular that contestants from Canada, Mexico, New Zealand, 

and other countries participate. In addition, *** last year, the event was praised as “North America’s Top-Class Tournament” from the American Horse-Rider’s Magazine (?). 

Paragraph 4: 
The unique aspect of this tournament is the fact that it is held for a locally managed charity. Currently, the tournament earnings are donated to the Vista Center, a group that supports visually impaired people. Every year this group targets about 1700 people in activities connected to improving quality of life(walking practice, support for school and facility accommodations, household affairs, employment, etc). Hermes, Tiffany, Nieman Marcus, and other globally-known sponsors, as well as local businesses, horse enthusiasts, and individual participants and guests all contribute. There was a party where the sponsors bought tickets and 350 people attended-a full house. About 100 companies bought advertisements in the tournament’s program. There was even a silent auction where special donated items were auctioned off to collect donations. Also, daily more than 1,000 guests paid 10 dollars for the day. The end result of all this support in 2008 was $500,000 (2009’s final intake is still being calculated). On a side note, 20 prizes from sponsors were given to participating contestants. 

Paragraph 5: 
There were 40 companies with booths selling horse equipment, memorabilia, and refreshments. Guests could enjoy themselves by watching the events or browsing the booths. For six days guests could test their riding skills and their horse’s abilities and enjoy the tournament with friends and the public. 

From a sense of the importance of protecting local horse culture, the tournament is now an important event that supports charity with the strength of the local community. 

I would like this wonderful tournament to continue to be the vanguard of the new connection between “social welfare” and “horse-riding” .
